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When TMP talks about discipleship, we have a specific 
idea in mind, and it may not be what others imagine. 
Discipleship for TMP is all about coming alongside 
devoted leaders in trash dump communities and simply 
encouraging them. That encouragement comes in the form 
of theological and ministry training. That encouragement 
happens through quick social media messages with one 
another. That encouragement occurs through trips to our 
partners’ churches and neighborhoods and just simply 
being with them. Our model of discipleship at TMP 
recognizes the amazing work that God is already doing 
through our partners and then seeks to encourage it even 
more.

In January, I was blessed to work with our Filipino 
partners through a workshop we led in Manila. We all 
sat in one room together and discussed God’s mission in 
the life of Jesus and ultimately in us, the church. How I 
wish you could have participated in that dialogue! It was a 
reminder to all of us that God is doing something specific. 
Throughout all of Scripture, through the life of Jesus 
and now the church, God is destroying all that is evil and 
bringing life to His creation! A trash dump community 
is the perfect place to see this truth, because it is a place 
where hopelessness reigns. Through our partners and 
others, God is breathing life into places of hopelessness, 
and it is an awesome thing to behold.
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They are on the front lines, confronting the cycles of despair 
in these communities with the alternative of tangible hope.
As they navigate a crucial period in their ministry, the 
commitment of Executive Director Jesy Romero and 
staff to strengthen AFE’s health and reach even more 
kids from the dump is truly inspiring. Although they 
found themselves with budget shortfalls in 2017, 
the staff pulled together as a team and despite some 
of them going unpaid or underpaid, they worked 
after hours, making calls with their own prepaid cell 
phone minutes and holding meetings to establish new 
partnerships with local Honduran organizations. The 
resulting alliances enabled them to purchase food 
and medicine at heavily discounted rates, produced 
a $50,000 donation from a Honduran organization 
(a feat which Jesy said was unheard of), and enabled 
them to cut their already slim budget by an impressive 
14 percent. AFE’s staff commitment and dedication 
produced significant financial progress.

This year all the staff, both administrative and faculty, 
are working toward learning English on their own time, 
taking classes together on Saturday mornings. And 
under Jesy’s leadership, in conjunction with AFE’s 
Board of Directors, this ministry is better positioned 
for success strategically. They have developed a 10-
year strategic plan for growth and development that 
allows them to expand their reach in the trash dump 

outside Tegucigalpa. They have also initiated formal 
external audits in each of the last two fiscal years, with 
plans to make this a regular AFE policy.

The stories of changed lives are just as inspiring. 
Under Jesy’s leadership, AFE is seeing more students 
break the cycle of poverty and despair they were born 
into. Five students graduated from high school at 
AFE in 2017 and moved on to college, bringing the 
total number of college students enrolled in various 
programs of study to twelve. Incredibly, AFE is able to 
provide tuition, books, room, board, and transportation 
for each college student for only $6,000 per year. 
And perhaps even more exciting—two AFE students 
graduated from college in 2017.

We know that the most important link in the chain 
of sustainability in trash dump communities is our 
local partners like AFE. They are on the front lines, 
confronting the cycles of despair in these communities 
with the alternative of tangible hope. When AFE 
and our other partners win, it fills us with pride and 
thankfulness to God that His mission is moving 
forward. Thank you for your generosity and prayers for 
AFE!

Teams from four different churches traveled to Honduras in 2017 with TMP to complete various construction projects, 
including a team from Topeka Bible Church that built a house in September. As a result of that trip and the courage 
of AFE’s teachers and staff in the face of adversity, TBC chose to make AFE part of the focus of their 2017 Christmas 
offering. Little did we know how generously the people of TBC would respond to AFE’s needs. In early February, Lead 
Pastor Jim Congdon presented TMP with a check for AFE for $136,761! These much-needed resources will be used to 
support staff salaries and professional development, as well as other projects approved by Jim and the TMP team. And 
thanks to TMP’s 100% model, none of these field-related funds will be used for TMP’s operations; instead 100 percent 
will go to meet needs at AFE. But perhaps most importantly, this is a timely vote of confidence for the leadership and 
faculty of AFE who continue to sacrifice to bring hope to kids living and working in trash.

Not only is every child in the TMP-sponsored feeding and homework 
help program at KWAH given the opportunity to receive medical 
care, but their families as well as surrounding community members 
are also treated as time and resources allow. Led by long-time TMP 
volunteer Kyle Nixon, this clinic has become an efficient and effective 
lifeline of hope for many in the Cienfuegos community. In four days, 
the 2017 team attended to 541 people, 69 percent of which were 
children. They also gave more than 475 prescriptions free of charge. 
In total, the clinic has provided free care for more than 1,500 people 
since 2015. Providing connections and community through access to 
quality medical care is an important strategy to help those in dump 
communities replace their cycle of despair with a cycle of hope. 
Thanks to those who have volunteered over the years in this clinic and 
to everyone who supports the ministry of Kids With A Hope.

For each of the last six years, TMP medical volunteers have 
hosted a free medical clinic at TMP partner Kids With A 
Hope in Santiago, Dominican Republic. 

1,500
patients seen

since 2015

69%
patients were kids 
during 2018 trip

FRONT COVER STORY

ONE CHURCH CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE

Jamie Tague works with our local 
translators to help diagnose kids 
in the program and the community 
for urgent medical needs.

MEDICINE WITH A MISSION
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